
HEALTH, SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE

MINUTES OF MEETING
Wednesday, 29th June 2016

PRESENT:  Councillor Rowbotham (in the Chair); Councillors Sultan Ali, Cecile 
Biant, Surinder Biant, Gartside, Hartley, O’Neill, Robinson, Smith, Sullivan, and 
Zaman.

OFFICERS: S. Blezard, D. David (Assistant Directors – Adult Social Care 
Directorate), P. Wharton (Children’s Directorate), R. Bardsley, W. Meston (Public 
Health and Wellbeing Directorate), M. Hardman and P. Thompson (Resources 
Directorate).

ALSO IN ATTENDANCE: Dr K. Mushtaq (Local Dental Practitioner), 
K. Chandaria, L. Patel and A. Simpson (NHS England).
   
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
1 There were no declarations of interests.

MINUTES
2 DECIDED – That the Minutes of the meeting of the Health, Schools and 
Care Overview and Scrutiny Committee, held 2nd March 2016 be approved as a 
correct record.

HEALTH, SCHOOLS AND CARE OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE - 
WORK PROGRAMME 2016/17
3 The Assistant Director (Legal, Governance and Workforce) submitted a report 
which proposed a Work Programme for the Committee in 2016/17. Overview and 
Scrutiny Procedure Rule 7 required Overview and Scrutiny Committees to set a work 
programme and to report it to the Council and the Work Programme was being 
submitted to the Council’s next meeting on 26th July 2016.

In considering the Work Programme Members suggested issues that could be 
considered as possible topics for a study group or for informal one-off meetings of 
the Committee’s membership.

DECIDED – That (1) the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee Work Programme 2016/17 be approved for submission to the 
Council on 26th July 2016;

(2) any proposed changes to the Committee’s Work Programme be 
delegated to the Assistant Director (Legal, Governance and Workforce) of 
Resources in consultation with the Chair and Vice Chair of this Committee;

(3) an informal session of the Committee’s membership be held in the 
autumn of 2016 to consider issues relating to the safeguarding of children and 
adults.

ORAL HEALTH IMPROVEMENT STRATEGY - REPORT AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE SCRUTINY STUDY GROUP
4 The Committee considered a report of the Oral Health Scrutiny Study Group 
which presented the final report of that Study Group prior to its submission to the 
Cabinet.
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In 2015 the Committee established a Scrutiny Study Group to attempt to gain an 
understanding of the prevalence and severity of dental decay amongst the Borough’s 
residents, especially amongst five year old children and to examine recommended 
actions for inclusion in the local Oral Health Improvement Strategy 2016 – 2020, to 
rectify the current situation. The Study was therefore closely linked to the 
development of the Borough’s Oral Health Improvement Strategy and was concerned 
with improving health outcomes for service users in the Rochdale Borough which 
should improve healthy life and wellbeing outcomes. As a consequence, this directly 
linked into the ‘People’, ‘Place’ and ‘Prosperity’ corporate priorities of the Council.

The Study was concerned with working collaboratively with a range of officers and 
health professionals to raise awareness and understanding of evidence based Oral 
Health Improvement recommendations by Greater Manchester Public Health 
England and Public Health England. The Study Group Members were asked to focus 
on good practice, evidence based provision and filling gaps in service and delivery, 
improving the Oral Health of the residents across the Borough of Rochdale.  

In considering the report the Committee commented on the success of the Study 
Group and Members who were part of the Study felt that they learned a great deal 
about oral hygiene and its wider importance as a consequence. The Committee 
considered extending the Study by a period of up to six months for the purpose of 
reviewing the implementation of various recommendations detailed below.

DECIDED – That (1) a cross party group of Members, reflecting the Council’s 
current political balance, be established to meet on a quarterly basis to discuss 
relevant issues appertaining to oral health in the Borough, the membership to 
be drawn from the Health, Schools and Care Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee;

(2) the Council be recommended to approve and adopt the Oral Health 
Strategy, commissioned by Public Health England and entitled “Local 
Authorities improving oral health: commissioning better oral health for 
children and young people”;

(3) ongoing work by the Oral Health Promotion Officer, in liaison with 
Councillor Zaheer, with regard to the suitability and appropriateness of oral 
health initiatives that local Mosques are undertaking, particularly those 
Mosques that are located in the Milkstone and Deeplish and Central Wards of 
the Borough be encouraged to continue; 

(4) elected Members be encouraged to attend future meetings of the 
Greater Manchester Oral Health Improvement Collaborative Commissioners 
meeting, following Councillor Sullivan’s example in this regard;

(5) the Director of Children’s Services be requested to continue to 
encourage relevant staff to undertake available training in oral health care;

(6) the Council’s Director of Public Health and the Portfolio Holder for 
Public Health and Wellbeing, be requested to continue to lobby to have specific 
reference to the promotion of oral health being included in the Borough’s 
Locality Plan;

(7) the results and outcomes of the national survey into the oral health 
of five year old children, to be commissioned by Public Health England, be 
reported to the appropriate bodies of the Council at the earliest available 
opportunity;

(8) the Oral Health Promotions Officer, in consultation with the 
representatives of the Big Life Group, continue to liaise with local General 
Dental Practices to explain the various tooth brushing programmes that are 
available for pupils, with a view to introducing the ‘Buddy Practice Scheme’ 
and that the Oral Health Promotions Officer also be requested to continue to 



liaise with representatives of the Big Life Group to examine ways of increasing 
the number of schools in the Borough that are engaged in Tooth Brushing 
Programmes over the course of the next 12 – 18 months and that staff in the 
Council’s Public Health Directorate be requested to undertake ‘mapping’ 
exercises to identify the locations of dental practices in the Borough that are 
engaged in the various tooth brushing programmes;

(9) the Director of Children’s Services be requested to confirm the 
provision of suitable training and guidance for those with guardianship 
responsibilities for ‘looked after children’, foster carers and prospective 
adoptive parents in terms of oral hygiene and food hygiene, and in this regard 
the Council’s Public Health Service be requested to review the current policies 
of the Council;

(10) the Public Health Directorate continue to examine the Borough’s 
obesity figures (as an indicator of likely sugar intake and potential dental 
caries) for Primary schools falling within the existing secondary school hot 
food takeaway ‘exclusion zones’;

(11) the Public Health Directorate be requested to work with the 
Council’s Licencing Service to ‘map out’ routes of mobile food vendors (in 
particular ice cream vans), with a view to considering restrictions of trade 
within a given perimeter of primary schools;

(12) the Council be recommended to approve the lobbying of large retail 
outlets in the Borough (e.g. supermarkets) to refrain from stocking sweets, 
chocolate and other confectionary items from store areas adjacent to check-
outs;  

(13) the Public Health Service be recommended to continue to work with 
colleagues within Oldham Council’s Public Health Service to deliver oral health 
improvement packs on Post-natal wards at Oldham Hospital via midwives in 
the Maternity Unit, bearing in mind that Oldham and North Manchester General 
Hospital, now provide maternity facilities for this  Borough’s women;

(14) the Study Group, whilst fully acknowledging the long term benefits 
of water fluoridation would be wide ranging and long lasting, feels that the 
short term financial outlay is too prohibitive in the current economic climate;

(15) The Committee agrees to extend the Study by a period of up to six 
months for the purpose of reviewing the implementation of various 
recommendations detailed above.   

REVIEW OF THE CARE ACT 2014
5 The Committee received a presentation from the Director of Adult Care and 
which outlined the key functions and effects of the Care Act that came into force on 
1st April 2015. The Act had been separated into three parts: care and support; care 
standards; and health. Part 1 of the Act consolidated and modernised the framework 
of care and support law by providing new duties for local authorities and new rights 
for service users and carers.

The purpose of the Care Act was to provide care and support that is clearer and 
fairer, promotes people’s wellbeing, enabled people to prevent and delay the need 
for care and support, and carers to maintain their caring role and which puts people 
in control of their lives so they can pursue opportunities to realise their potential.

The Act invested new responsibilities in local authorities towards all local people in 
their boundaries, via the arrangement of services or taking other steps to prevent, 
reduce or delay peoples’ needs for care and support, also through the provision of 
information and advice, including independent financial advice, including the 
establishment of an information and advice service which has four dedicated staff 



and the promotion of diversity and quality in the market of care providers so that 
there are services/supports for people to choose from.

DECIDED – That the presentation on the Care Act 2014 be noted and 
welcomed.

ADULT CARE COMMISSIONING - MARKET OVERSIGHT REPORT
6 The Committee considered a report of the Director of Adult Care regarding 
the Market Oversight Plan which provided quality assurance information for services 
commissioned by the Adult Care service for 2015/16.

The Committee were advised that the Adult Care Directorate commissions external 
provider services to deliver a range of Care services to adults with eligible social care 
needs. The Adult Care Commissioning team assures the quality of these services 
and the Care Quality Commission also regulates some of the services. 

In considering the report a Member requested clarification on the Ashbourne Nursing 
Home in Rochdale which was found to require improvements in terms of most of the 
areas in which it was being reviewed. The Director of Adult Care Services undertook 
to write to Members of the Committee regarding the five categories under which care 
establishments were being assessed.

DECIDED – That the report be noted.

4TH QUARTER SOCIAL CARE COMPLAINTS
7 The Directors of Children’s Services and Adult Services presented a report 
that provided Members with a summary of Adult and Children’s Social Care 
complaints received during the fourth quarter 2015/2016.

Social care complaints are subject to a statutory reporting framework which are 
scrutinised by the Care Quality Commission. The Customer Feedback Team extracts 
and reports on the information recorded for social care services during the quarter 
period, this included the number of complaints received at each stage of the process, 
the number investigated and responded to within timescale and the number of which 
were upheld. 

DECIDED – That the report be noted.

DIRECTORATE PLANS 2015-16 Q4 PERFORMANCE REPORT AND 
DIRECTORATE PLANS FOR 2016-17
8 The Committee scrutinised a report of the Director of Neighbourhoods 
regarding the position at the end of Quarter 4 (31st March 2016) of the activities 
contained in the Adult Care Services Directorate Plan 2015/16, the Children’s 
Services Directorate Plan 2015/16 and the Public Health and Wellbeing Plan 
2015/16, and to present Directorate Plans for 2016/17 to Members of the Committee.

In terms of Adult Care activities a Member sought clarification on the provision of 
intermediate tier care services at Rochdale Infirmary which had become operational 
in September 2015 and which was impacting on hospital admissions and improving 
the quality of service provision. It was suggested that the Members of the Committee 
request an opportunity to visit this facility at Rochdale Infirmary in the near future to 
view this service in action and discuss relevant issues with hospital staff.

In terms of Children’s Services the Committee requested that a future meeting 
receive a report which explains procedures around Common Assessment Framework 



(CAF), given that it was reported that there has been significant increases in the 
numbers of CAF’s being carried out, including 937 in 2015/16 representing an 
increase of 125 on the previous year. A Member referred to the work of the 
SUNRISE team and requested that their Annual Report be presented to a future 
meeting of the Committee in this Municipal Year. The Committee also requested that 
a report be presented to a future meeting regarding educational attainment and 
achievement in the Borough.

The Committee in considering activities in the Public Health and Wellbeing 
Directorate noted that there was a new provider of sexual health services operating 
in the Borough and the Chair advised that she had separately requested an informal 
meeting of the Committee’s membership to look this matter in further detail.

DECIDED – That (1) the report be noted;
(2) the clerk to the Committee be requested to make the necessary 

arrangements for Members of the Committee to visit the intermediate tier care 
services at Rochdale infirmary;

(3) the Director of Children’s Services be requested to submit a report to 
a future meeting of the Committee which explains procedures around Common 
Assessment Framework (CAF’s);

(4) the Director of Children’s Services be requested to submit a report to 
a future meeting of the Committee regarding educational attainment and 
achievement in the Borough;

(5) the Director of Children’s Services be requested to submit a report to 
a future meeting of the Committee presenting the SUNRISE Team’s Annual 
Report;

(6) the Committee notes that an informal session of its membership will 
be held to discuss the provision of sexual health services with service 
providers.

PROVISION OF SERVICES FOR PEOPLE WITH LEARNING DISABILITIES
9 The Committee received a presentation from representatives of NHS England 
who addressed the Committee in relation to their consultation exercise that was due 
to commence imminently: ‘Transforming Care a proposed redesign of Learning 
disability Services in the North West’. The presentation described the background to 
the Transforming Care Agenda and detailed the engagement process that had been 
undertaken with specific reference to the options for the models of service that were 
being proposed. The proposals were for ‘medium’ and ‘low secure’ beds in the North 
West region.

The model for the low secure unit was designed to meet specific population groups in 
the region and would consider: services for women, persons with autistic spectrum 
disorders and learning disabilities, enduring needs, the rationalisation of some 
mainstream services and the maintenance of some existing services.

The Committee considered the presentation in great detail and found the proposals 
to be very interesting but, in light of the relatively short period at which they had 
received the information appertaining to the presentation, it was felt that this matter 
should be deferred to the next meeting of the Committee and supported by a report 
to be circulated with the agenda papers.

DECIDED – that the presentation by representatives of NHS England be noted 
but that further consideration thereof be deferred to the next meeting of the 
Committee and supported by a written report outlining in detail the proposals 
contained in their consultation exercise. 



GMCA/AGMA SCRUTINY POOL
10 DECIDED – That the minutes of the GMCA/AGMA Scrutiny Pool 
meetings held on 11th March and 8th April 2016, be noted.
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